Name_______________________

Date______________


VOCABULARY TERMS

Enlarger Head – contains the light source and lens; holds the negative carrier

Supporting Column – holds the enlarger head out over the baseboard to serve as a rail on which the head can be moved up and down

Elevation Control – moves the enlarger head up and down the supporting column

Enlarger Lens – forms the light passing through the negative into a sharp image

NOTE: like a camera and like your eye, there is an adjustable aperture that changes the amount of light passing through it – each individual size is measured in what are known as f-stops
Focusing Knob – moves the lens up and down to focus the project image or the light itself

Baseboard – supports the whole enlarger and holds the enlarging easel

Enlarging Easel – holds the photographic paper for making enlargements

Negative Carrier – holds the 35mm film negative to be placed in the enlarger head 

Timer – FOCUS button: used to turn the enlarger on and off, RUN button: turns the enlarger light on for a set amount of time

Test Strip – a strip of photographic paper used to test set intervals of time in order to determine the correct exposure time for an image

EX: 2 second intervals moved 5x = 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 second options

Contact Print – a positive or negative image (depending on the original used), which is the exact same size but the tonal opposite of the original

Value Range – the full range from pure white to solid black with all the grey shades in between

STEPS FOR MAKING CONTACT PRINTS
1. Turn the light source on using the focus button on the timer.
2. Open the aperture on the lens so it is at its brightest setting.

3. Raise the enlarger head using the elevation control so the light source covers the entire baseboard, and focus the light using the focusing knob until it has a crisp edge.
4. Turn the light off by pressing the focus button on the timer.

5. Use the cutter in the darkroom to cut the paper into 4 quarters (4x5in) and cut one quarter sheet into two strips.

6. Place your first test strip, emulsion side up, on the enlarger’s baseboard.

7. Place the negative image, face down, on top of your test strip (emulsion to emulsion).

8. Place a clean sheet of glass over top the image and test strip.

9. Set your timer to 10 seconds.
10. Press the run button on the timer to expose the image in 2 second intervals (use a piece of cardboard to move across the test strip from right to left).

11. Develop your test strip and evaluate your results in room light once it has gone through the fix.

12. Choose a time with the best value range (the darkest interval on the right side is the longest exposure time).

13. Use the second test strip to run the timer at the best time from the first test strip without using the cardboard (this will allow you to see the values all the way across your image)

14. Use one of the quarter size sheets and run the light for the correct exposure time (this piece should be emulsion side up and your original image face down – don’t forget the glass on top!)
15. If the resulting positive image is correct, run a second sheet of paper at the exact same time.  

16. The last step will be to take one of the positives and turn it back into a negative using the same steps above.

